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GENERAL LIS _ FEB 1948 


Arab Mieke ude into Fetestiie 
eports conversation with Iragi Minister for 


Foreign Affairs regarding entry into Palestine of 
Arab bands, including Iragis. 

Iragi Treaty and aaa relations were 
also discussed. Refers ri F. telegram No.153 
to B.M.E. (E2002/103/65 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Minutes. 


Cairo telegram No. 200 in E 2120/11/65 
and Amman telegram No. 90 in E 2163/11/G 
raise the questionof possible action 
by the Iraq Army in Palestine in 
conunction with the Arab Legion. Some 
time ago when there was a possibility 
of a unit of the Iraq Army moving into 
Transjordan King Abdullah opposed this 
strongly and we avproved of his action. 
The situation now differs somewhat because 
we are much nearer the time when we 
shall withdraw} because of Ibn Saud's 
threat of what he will do if Abdullah 
annexes nart of Palestine (Cairo 
telegram No. 175 in E 1832/11/G): and 
because of the presgence in PaleStine 
or numerous volunteers from Syria who 
will probably not welcome the Arab Legion 
by itself but might be better disposed 
towards it if it was accompanied by Irag 
forces. 


The principal considerations now 
seem to be: 


1. Action by Iraq forces in conjunction 
with the Arab Legion would do nothing 
to remove Ibn Seud's hostility. On the 
contrary he would probably be even more 
alarined. 


2. The Iraq forces would probably find 
it more difficult than the Arab Legion 
to remain in the Arab areas of Palestine 
as defined by the United Nations. There 
would be more likelihood of their going 
beyond these boundaries and attacking the 
Jewish state. 


3. On the other hand an Iraq force 
in conjunction with the Arab Legion 
would have a better chance of maintaining 
order in the Arab areas and of preventing 
the establishment ofaliurti récime there, 


On the whole If think we shall have to 
wait a little to see what kind of régime 
emerges from the election in Iraq and 
whether our erforts to reconcile Ibn Saud 
and Abdullah have any effects. 
Developments in the United Nations may 
of course also have a very important 
bearing on the whole question. 
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Fe pe erus ° d, 
ving Damascus, Beirut, Jedda, U.K. Delegation 
New York. 
Light. 
Secret, 


I saw the Iraqi Minister fer Fereign Affairs 
this morning at his request. His Majesty's Minister and 
Brigadier Claytom were present. I asked Pachachi whether 
the subject ef the Iraqi Treaty had been raised at the 
meeting ef the Arab League Council. He replied that Jamil 
Mardam had raised it im a sert of mammer by suggesting 
that the pelicy ef members sheuld be ceerdinated, at least 
te the extent ef their agreeing net te conclude treaties 
witheut the League having first had sight ef them and 
appreved them. This suggestien had been successfully 
resisted by my visiter whe said that he was net pared 
te discuss Angle Iraqi relatiens in the Ceuncil (yeur 
telegram Ne: 155 te British Middle East Office Caire). 
There was hewever much general talk om the subject eutside 
the Ceuncil Chamber. Pachachi pretested te me more than 
ence that the peeple sheuld net be misled by the recent 
events in Iraq abeut the state ef feeling threugheut 
the ceuntry tewards Great Britain. This was generally 
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aking of a friendly nature, Pachachi 

elf had more than a year ago spokmopenly in 
Parliament to the effect that Iraq could not 
stand alone, and must have a treaty of friend- 
ship and mutual eid with Great Britain, He 
said he had told the Regent only last week 
they mst have British airfields in Irag. 
British aircraft must land he said not only at 


Hubl- epbaniyah but even m roofs of their very 


houses if necessary (i.e. theme must be no quibbling 
about words concerning the. means by which the 

R.A.F. should be enabled to defend Iraq). 

He was hopeful that in a month or so when the 
present excitement had died dom, negotiations 
would be resumed and there would be a happy 

issue, 


2. Asked what he thought of the 
situation in Egypt, he said that so far as 
relations with us were concerned, the atmosphere 
was much better in Iraq than here. This was because 
Iraq realised she was in the front line, Just 
as in the past Germany, so now today Russia, 
planned to descend upon the Middle Kast and 
particularly Ir Incentive to an aggressor 
was stronger honda however because of the value 
of the prige oil, 


3. When I expressed the earnest hope that 
nothing would be done in Palestine by the Arabs 
which might prejudice the chance of a [grp.undec, ? 
firm] understanding between Britain end various Arab 
countries, Pachachi replied that the Palestine 
question had in the past had a deleterious effect 
upon Anglo~Arabic relations but he hoped that 
something might be done to improve the matter, In 
ee would Great Britain be agreeable to the 

raqi army entering Trans-Jordan forthwith and 
remaining there until British forees withdrew fron 
Palestine, when a combined Iragi Trans-Jordan 

force wuld move in te take their place. If we 
could agree to this he thought it would have a 

very good effect on Anglo-Arabic relations in general, 
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Zi asked him if he had diseussed this preject elsewhere, 
and he replied im the negative, but said that he 

weuld be glad if I felt able te raise it with yeu new. 

He prebably intended te de se in amy case with eur new 
Ambassader in Begdad. I replied that I saw difficulties 
in the way ef His Majesty's Gevernment expressing 
agreement with amy such prepesal. The reasen fer my 
remark had beem our cencern that the Arab nations sheuld 
net take any actien that weuld bring them inte ceaflict 
with eur ewn ferces. It was well knewn that considerable 
numbers ef bands compesed, among ethers, ef Iraqis 

had meved inte Palestine, and there was a grave danger ef 
a clash with eur treeps. We might fer example have te 
take actien te prevent their cressing the frentier, since 
we remained respemsible fer law and erder in Palestine 
until the termination ef the mandate. Alse the appearance 
ef a large Arab ferce on the frentier as suggested by 

him weuld net be cenducive te the maintenance ef law and 
erder. Pachachi replied that Arab veluateers weuld 

ef ceurse filter threugh inte Palestine; but se weuld Jewish 
enes. Surely it was much better, when we withdrew, fer 

a @isciplimed Arab ferce te take eur place and maintain 
law and erder. If this were net te eccur there weuld 

be general turmeil which the ex-Mufti weuld try and take 
advantage ef and direct se far as he ceuld in erder te 
have himself declared King ef Palestine. This, respensible 
Arab statesmen wanted te prevent at all cests. Se keen 
were they em aveiding the pessibility ef a cenflict 
between Arab ferces and eur ewn, that the Supreme Commander 
ef the Arab ferces was net enly emsuring that ne regular 
fermations ef Arab treeps entered Palestine wuatil we 

had withdrawn, but was alse issuing strict erders te Arab 
fighters in Palestine itself that they sheuld retire 

at ence witheut fighting, rather than risk a cenflict 
— British treeps. We ceuld met get him te budge beyend 
this. 


Puss qeintie that yeu appreve ef ny replies te 


(Cepy sent te Middle East Secretariat]. 
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